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Analysis of Polysemous Words Using Category
Theory: Example Provided by the Adjective
“Heavy”

Mao Yong, Cao Jieping

Abstract : It has been pointed that there is a



problem in the elucidation of an adjective’'s own
polysemy or the polysemy of the word level by
conventional language dictionary interpretation.
Based on the category theory of cognitive
linguistics, we took a new approach of considering
the polysemy of an adjective from the angle of the
noun embellished by the adjective in a sentence
level of attributive modification statement. As
a case study, we can set the noun embellished
by the adjective “heavy” as one category,
and therefore can understand the polysemy
of an adjective “heavy” in bird's-eye view by
investigation of category-izing and the relevance
between the composition of the category and a

member.

Keyword: “heavy”, category, categorization, type

_10_



