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Analysis of Modern Japanese Polysemous Words
Using Core Meaning Theory: Example provided
by the Adjective “sweet”

Mao Yong, Cao Jieping

Abstract:One of the hurdles in learning Japanese
is how to properly understand its abundant
polysemous words. Therefore it is important for
Japanese-learners to share core meanings of the
words as Japanese-natives. In this paper, we focus
in analyzing the Japanese polysemous adjective



“Amai” and its Chinese equivalent of “Tian” by
using Core Meaning Theory. We found that the
“Amai” has broader categories of meaning than
the “tian” and reveal the difference that the core
meaning of “Amai” includes both positive and
negative evaluation of external world, whereas
“tian” lacks negative evaluation.

Keywords : Core Meaning Theory, underside
semantics, level semantics, core semantics



